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T h e  author adduced these facts to illustrate the action of water 
at high pressures on felspathic and other rocks containing alkaline 
matters.~Proceediugs of the Geological Society. 

[lbid. 

¶ Rail.road in Egypt. 
A Paris paper contains a letter from Alexandria,  which states 

that this rail-road is to commence at Choubrah, will pass near to 
Cairo, and thence by the sides of Mokotam, to its termination at 
Suez. Goods landed at Alexandria, are to be sent by steamboats to 
All'e, by the canal nf Mack-Modie,. and from thence to Chuubrah, by 
the Nile. From Choubrah they wdl be conveyed by wagons to Suez, 
whence they will be passed on by steam to Bombay. 
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Extract of a Letter to the Editor, from a Correspondent at the Uni. 
versify of ~irginia, dated l~eb. 11, :1835. 

- On Saturday night last, the thermometer sank to six degrees, a 
degree of cold unprecedented, so thr as I know, in this place. It 
may be proper  to mention~ that the instrument which gave this indi- 
cation was exposed to the clear sky. Another, also out of doors, but 
fastened to the inside of a venetian blind, so as to learn the loss of 
heat  by radiation interrupted, did not sink below zero. Observers 
should be aware of" this cause of difference. 

During the cold in January, which was so excessive at the north~ 
I did not see the thermometer  below -4- 10 ° . I am intbrmed that~ 
during the whole of this period, the weather, west of the Allegheny 
Mountains~ in this State, was quite mild. :1 do not know, indeed, ot 
any thermometrical observations, but the extraordinary thct is suffi- 
ciently shown by the circumstance, that there  was no ice ibr  the ice 
houses, and that great  uneasiness was expressed lest the usual supply 
of  this luxury for the next summer, should fail. You know that the 
climate is generally much colder to the west than to the east of the 
mountains in this State." 

List of dtrnerican Patents which issued in January, 1855. 

Jan. 
1. Cooking Stove,~Abraham Spoor, Coxsackle, New York, 7 
2. Stoves for anthracite, do. do. do. 7 
;3. Churn.~lram Brewster, Sehoharle county, New York, 7 
4. Thrashing machine.--Luke Hall, Hollls, New Hampshire, 7 
5. Cooking stove.--Eliphalet Nott, Schenectady, New York, 7 
6. Covering vessels with eaoutehouc.--George D. Cooper, N. York city, 7 
7. Pendulum lever engine.~Sidney Woods, Frceport~ Maine, 7 
8. Outfing clothes.~Allen Ward, Philadelphia, 7 


